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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a 
method and a device for fastening an auxiliary 
joining element (2) to a sheet-shaped work 
piece (3). Said au xiliary joining element (2) 
is forced from one side into the work piece (3) 
with its base and deforms said work piece to 
a pot-shaped structure. The device is provided 
with a male mold (9) and a female mold (15) 
to deform the work piece. To mis end, the 
base interacts with the work piece (3) to form 
an undercut, said undercut being limited to 
predetennined dimensions. The female mold is 
provided with a recess 09) with wall sections 
mat are positioned on levers (22). Said l evers 
(22) are displaced to a working position when 
pressure is applied in the direction of pressure 
(14). Said levers c^n be locked in the working 
position and form undercut sections (26). The 
levers are displaced to a release position when 
the unit consisting of die work piece (3) and 
die auxiliary joining element (2) is displaced 
opposite to the direction of pressure (14) to a 
release position, whereby the undercut sections 
(26) are completely released. 
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